Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.038; wR factor = 0.087; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.7.
In each of the two independent molecules in the asymmetric unit of the title compound, [Cu(C 13 H 15 NO 3 )(C 3 H 4 N 2 )], the Cu II atom is four-coordinated by two O atoms and the N atom of the tridentate Schiff base ligand and one N atom from the imidazole ligand in a distorted square-planar geometry. In the crystal structure, molecules are linked by intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds. 
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Comment
In the past decades, significant progress has been achieved in understanding the chemistry of transition metal complexes with Schiff base ligands composed of salicylaldehyde, 2-formylpyridine or their analogues, and α-amino acids (Vigato & Tamburini, 2004; Ganguly et al., 2008; Casella & Guillotti, 1983) . A few stuctural studies have been performed on Schiff base complexes derived from 2-hydroxyacetophenone and animo acids (Usman et al., 2003; Basu Baul et al., 2007; Parekh et al., 2006) . We report here the crystal structure of the title Cu II complex, (I).
In the title compound (I), the asymmetric unit contains two independent molecules (Fig. 1) . The structure consists of discrete monomeric square-planar Cu II complex (Table 1 ). The four basal positions are occupied by three donor atoms from the tridentate Schiff base ligand, which furnishes an ONO donor set, with the fourth position occupied by one N atom from the imidazole ligand. In the molecules with Cu1 and Cu2, the nitrogen heterocycles are planar and they form the angles of 4.2 (2) and 6.0 (2)° with the C1-C6 and C17-C32 rings, respectively.
The crystal structure is stabilized by intermolecular N-H···O hydrogen bonds ( Fig. 2 and Table 2 ), which the H atom attached to N3 is hydrogen-bonded to the neighboring carboxylate oxygen O6.
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized as described in the literature (Plesch et al., 1997) . To L-valine (1.00 mmol) and potassium hydroxide (1.00 mmol) in 10 ml of methanol was added 2-hydroxyacetophenone (1.00 mmol in 10 ml of methanol) dropwise. The yellow solution was stirred for 2.0 h at 333 K. The resultant mixture was added dropwise to copper(II) acetate monohydrate (1.00 mmol) and imidazole (1.00 mmol) in an aqueous methanolic solution (20 ml, 1:1 v/v), and heated with stirring for 2.0 h at 333 K. The dark blue solution was filtered and left for several days, dark blue crystals had formed that were filtered off, washed with water, and dried under vacuum.
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined as riding atoms, with C-H = 0.93 or 0.98 Å (CH) and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C), with C-H = 0.96 Å (CH 3 ) and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C), and with N-H = 0.86 Å (NH) and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (N). 
